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Question 3: Analytical Essay  5 points 
 

General Scoring Note 
When applying the scoring guidelines, the response does not need to meet every single criterion in a column. You should award the score according 
to the preponderance of evidence. 
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 0 
Unacceptable 

1  
Poor  

2  
Weak 

3  
Average 

4  
Good 

5 
Strong 
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The student offers a 
response that is totally 
irrelevant, totally 
incorrect, or merely 
restates the question. 

The student 
understands the 
question but offers no 
meaningful analysis. 
Although the student 
may not recognize the 
passages, the response 
contains some correct, 
relevant information. 

The student recognizes 
the passage(s) but 
presents only a weak 
essay. It may be 
confusing and lack 
organization, or it may 
rely on summary. It 
addresses (1) only 
portions of each passage, 
or (2) one passage well, 
but the other not at all. 

The student develops an 
adequate essay analyzing 
the descriptions of actions 
and/or thoughts. The 
essay reflects some 
understanding of the 
passages, OR the essay 
may be strong for one 
passage but weak for the 
other. Analysis (1) may not 
be well developed, (2) may 
rely on main ideas but few 
supporting details, or (3) 
may be more summary 
than analysis. 

The student develops a 
good essay analyzing  the 
descriptions of actions 
and/or thoughts, providing 
main ideas and some 
supporting details. 
Although the analysis may 
not be nuanced, it is based 
on a sound understanding 
of the Latin. 

The student develops a 
strong essay analyzing  the 
descriptions of actions 
and/or thoughts and 
consistently aligns it to 
Latin evidence. Occasional 
errors need not weaken 
the overall impression of 
the essay. 
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The student 
demonstrates no 
understanding of Latin 
in context. 

The student cites no 
Latin, or only individual 
Latin words, and exhibits 
either no understanding 
of the Latin in context, or 
a complete 
misunderstanding. 

The student provides 
little Latin support, 
taken out of context or 
misunderstood; or may 
use no Latin. 

The student may provide 
few accurate Latin 
citations from either 
passage; they may not be 
linked to the analysis or 
may fail to support it. Latin 
support may be strong for 
one passage but weak for 
the other. 

The student supports their 
argument with examples 
of Latin that are mostly 
accurate, specific, and 
relevant. While they are 
not plentiful, the 
examples are drawn from 
throughout both 
passages. 

The student supports their 
argument with examples 
of Latin that are plentiful, 
accurate, specific, and 
relevant. The Latin 
examples must be drawn 
from throughout both 
passages. 
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The student does not 
draw inferences and 
conclusions based on the 
passages. 

The student does not 
draw inferences and 
conclusions based on the 
passages. 

The student may make 
incorrect assumptions or 
make inferences and 
conclusions based on the 
passages only rarely. 

The student may display 
only limited 
understanding of implied 
information. 

The student makes some 
inferences and draws 
some conclusions that 
accurately reflect the Latin 
and support the analysis. 
The student may rely on 
what is stated or may 
make inaccurate 
inferences. 

The student consistently 
uses inferences and draws 
conclusions that 
accurately reflect the Latin 
and support the analysis. 
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The student shows no 
understanding or a 
thorough 
misunderstanding of 
context and provides no 
meaningful discussion of 
context or contextual 
references. 

The student shows no 
understanding or a 
thorough 
misunderstanding of 
context and provides no 
meaningful discussion of 
context or contextual 
references. 

The student may show 
no understanding or a 
thorough 
misunderstanding of 
context; references to 
context, if any, are 
irrelevant. 

The student may 
sometimes misunderstand 
contextual references or 
fail to connect them 
effectively to the analysis. 

The student uses specific 
contextual references that 
support the analysis. 

The student is able to use 
specific contextual 
references consistently in 
order to support the 
analysis. 
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Question 3 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors. 

Overview 
 
Responses were expected to demonstrate clear and coherent arguments about Latin texts and Roman 
culture, overall comprehension of Latin readings in the course syllabus, and analysis of the effects of 
language usage and stylistic features in Latin texts. 

Sample: 3A 
Score: 5 
 
The response develops a complex argument that incorporates accurate analysis of and inferences 
from the Latin text. Latin references in the response are plentiful, accurate, specific to the argument, 
and they come from throughout both passages. From these references, the response consistently 
makes sound inferences that support its argument. For instance, concerning Passage A, the 
response cites lines 3–6 (frumentum … iubent), translates the Latin accurately, and draws a nuanced 
inference about how it depicts the Helvetians’ “foresight” and “commitment to their plan,” 
particularly in ensuring their motivation to follow through. This inference nicely ties back to the 
response’s overarching argument about the passage’s depiction of Helvetians as reasonable and 
proactive. As for Passage B, for example, the response cites and accurately translates lines 8–11 (Si 
te … invidia est?”) and suggests that “Aeneas proposes this question to force Dido to understand. 
She has found her city and so he implies she must understand why he must found his.” As the 
response notes, this inference reinforces its main claim that “[Aeneas] establishes that his leave is 
not his choice…” Lastly, the response demonstrates specific contextual knowledge that supports its 
argument. For instance, the response mentions Orgetorix’s involvement in the Helvetian migration 
described by Passage A: “[the Hevetians] choose to continue with the plan created by Orgetorix.” 
The response also correctly identifies the speaker of Passage B and the speaker’s relevance to its 
analysis of lines 3–5 of Passage B: “Aeneas shows that the past events he and his men have endured 
are contrary to what he wished…”      

Sample: 3B 
Score: 3 
 
The response develops an adequate essay, but it offers a stronger discussion of Passage A and a 
weaker discussion of Passage B. Although some analysis is attempted (e.g., “Vergil uses a more 
emotionally charged description. While Caesar’s goal was to simply tell us … what the Helvetians 
did…”), the response relies more on summary—albeit correct summary—than analysis. There are a 
few accurate citations from Passage A (e.g., it correctly paraphrases oppida … essent), but the 
response fails to provide any Latin for Passage B or to correctly characterize its immediate context. 
In addition, the response demonstrates only a limited understanding of implied information (e.g., the 
response states simply that “the Helvetians must convince their neighbors … to let them pass”).  
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Question 3 (continued) 

Sample: 3C 
Score: 1 
 
The response provides no meaningful analysis of either passage. A few individual words and short 
phrases from Passage A and B are cited but mistranslated, e.g., numero ad duodecim (translated as “a 
number towards 20”) and me patris Anchisae (translated as “my father Anchises”). Moreover, the 
response draws no meaningful inferences or conclusions from the Latin cited. Lastly, while the 
response correctly identifies the context of Passage B, it does not use this identification to support 
any analysis. The response does not offer any accurate contextualization of Passage A.  
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