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Absolute	location	and	relative	location	worksheet

What	is	absolute	and	relative	location.		Absolute	and	relative	location	worksheet.		Absolute	and	relative	location	worksheet	answers.		What	is	an	absolute	location	and	a	relative	location.		Absolute	location
worksheet.		Absolute	location	and	relative	location	examples.		Absolute	and	relative	location	examples.		Absolute	and	relative	location	worksheet	pdf.		

Location	concepts	are	fundamental	to	geography,	enabling	us	to	understand	where	places	are	situated	on	Earth's	surface.	Two	primary	methods	of	describing	location	are	absolute	and	relative	locations.	-	**Absolute	Location:**	This	refers	to	a	place's	exact	spot	on	the	map,	unchanging	from	person	to	person.	It	is	defined	by	its	latitude	and	longitude
measurements,	which	can	be	used	with	GPS	systems	or	maps.	Absolute	location	also	includes	a	street	address	when	available.	The	accuracy	provided	by	coordinates	or	an	address	makes	it	a	precise	method	of	pinpointing	a	location.	-	**Relative	Location:**	This	describes	how	a	place	relates	to	other	places,	changing	depending	on	the	person
describing	the	location.	It	encompasses	both	the	concept	of	the	site	and	its	situation	relative	to	human	activities.	Relative	location	can	be	expressed	in	terms	of	distance	(in	miles	or	kilometers),	travel	time	by	various	modes	of	transportation,	or	even	the	cost	of	traveling	between	locations.	Positions	on	Earth	are	specified	using	latitude	and	longitude,
with	values	ranging	from	-90	to	90	degrees	for	latitude	(measuring	distance	north	or	south	of	the	Equator)	and	-180	to	180	degrees	for	longitude	(measuring	distance	east	or	west	of	the	Prime	Meridian).	Latitudes	north	of	the	Equator	have	positive	values,	while	those	south	have	negative	values.	Similarly,	longitudes	east	of	the	Prime	Meridian	have
positive	values,	while	those	west	have	negative	values.	Latitude	measures	distance	from	the	Equator	to	a	location	on	Earth's	surface,	ranging	from	0	degrees	at	the	Equator	to	90	degrees	at	the	North	and	South	Poles.	There	are	180	degrees	of	latitude,	with	each	degree	equivalent	to	roughly	69	miles	(111	km).	Longitude	lines	run	north-south,
indicating	east-west	locations.	Coordinates	consist	of	both	latitude	and	longitude	values,	written	in	a	combination	of	degrees,	minutes,	and	seconds	(DMS)	or	decimal	degrees.	For	example,	the	United	States	Capitol	is	located	at	38°	53′	35″	N,	77°	00′	32″	W	(or	approximately	38.89012259750874,	-77.00907196001525	in	decimal	degrees).	Absolute
locations	refer	to	fixed	points	based	on	imaginary	networks	of	coordinates,	such	as	the	United	States	Capitol	Building	or	a	street	address	like	First	St	SE	in	Washington,	DC	20004.	Relative	location,	on	the	other	hand,	describes	the	position	of	a	place	or	entity	with	respect	to	other	locations.	This	reference	point	can	change	depending	on	the	secondary
location,	such	as	describing	the	United	States'	relative	location	to	Canada	versus	Venezuela.	Caitlin	Dempsey	wrote	that	relative	locations	can	also	be	expressed	using	distance,	travel	time,	or	cost.	To	illustrate	this	concept,	we	can	examine	a	map	of	the	area	surrounding	the	US	Capitol	building.	The	north	arrow	in	the	upper	right	corner	indicates	the
cardinal	directions.	Relative	to	other	landmarks,	the	US	Capitol	is	situated	due	west	of	the	Supreme	Court	or	southwest	from	the	Russell	Senate	Office	Building.	We	can	also	describe	locations	based	on	how	long	it	takes	to	travel	between	them.	For	instance,	the	Capitol	Building	is	approximately	a	six-minute	walk	southwest	from	the	Russell	Senate
Office	Building	via	Constitution	Avenue.	Similarly,	we	can	provide	geographic	context	by	using	relative	location.	This	can	be	achieved	through	overview	or	locator	maps	that	display	the	position	of	a	place	or	entity	in	relation	to	a	larger	geographic	view.	For	example,	an	inset	map	shows	the	relative	location	of	Texas	within	the	United	States.	Data	from
Naturalearth.com	was	used	to	create	this	map.	More	examples	of	absolute	and	relative	locations	can	be	found	elsewhere.	In	contrast,	absolute	location	refers	to	the	exact	geographical	coordinates	of	a	place,	typically	measured	using	latitude	and	longitude.	Some	key	facts	about	absolute	location	include:	*	It	provides	a	precise	description	of	where	a
place	is	located	on	the	Earth's	surface.	*	It	is	commonly	used	in	navigation	and	map-making.	*	It	is	unique	to	every	place	on	Earth	and	cannot	be	duplicated.	*	With	GPS	technology,	it	can	be	determined	with	high	accuracy.	On	the	other	hand,	relative	location	describes	the	position	of	a	place	in	relation	to	other	places.	It	is	based	on	people's
perceptions	and	experiences	of	the	area,	as	well	as	the	understanding	of	spatial	relationships.	Some	key	facts	about	relative	location	include:	*	It	is	a	more	subjective	way	of	describing	a	place's	location.	*	It	can	be	used	to	describe	a	place's	proximity	to	other	important	features	such	as	rivers,	mountains,	or	cities.	*	It	is	essential	in	geography	and
urban	planning,	as	it	helps	understand	the	relationships	between	different	places	and	how	they	interact	with	each	other.	*	It	can	change	over	time	as	the	surrounding	environment	changes	or	as	new	places	are	developed.	Examples	of	places	described	as	both	an	absolute	location	and	a	relative	location	are	provided	here.	The	absolute	location	remains
the	same,	such	as	the	address	or	latitude	and	longitude	of	a	place.	In	contrast,	the	relative	location	changes	depending	on	who	is	describing	it.	When	giving	the	absolute	location,	only	coordinates	or	address	are	needed,	whereas	for	relative	locations,	information	about	another	place	is	required.	For	example,	an	absolute	location	can	be	given	by
stating	that	someone	lives	at	123	Main	Street,	which	remains	the	same.	However,	when	explaining	this	as	a	relative	location,	it	could	be	described	as	being	four	houses	down	from	the	corner.	The	United	States	Capitol	has	an	absolute	location	of	First	St	SE	in	Washington,	DC	20004	and	latitude/longitude	of	38°	53′	35″	N,	77°	00′	32″	W.	In	contrast,	its
relative	location	is	about	38	miles	southwest	of	Baltimore.	The	country	of	Turkey's	absolute	location	is	between	36	degrees	and	42	degrees	north	latitude	and	between	26	degrees	and	45	degrees	east	longitude.	Its	relative	location	can	be	described	as	being	situated	between	the	Mediterranean	and	Black	Seas	and	to	the	East	of	Greece.	Lake
Maracaibo	in	Venezuela	has	an	absolute	location	of	9.80°N	and	71.56°W,	located	in	the	northern	part	of	Venezuela	south	of	the	Gulf	of	Venezuela.	Nigeria's	absolute	location	is	between	0	and	15	degrees	north	latitude	and	between	0	and	15	degrees	east	longitude.	Its	relative	location	places	it	East	of	Benin,	South	of	Niger,	Southwest	of	Chad,	and
West	of	Cameroon.


